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The S i s ters  of  St  Joseph of 
Carondelet hold as their mission 
to continue the mission of Jesus 
”that all may be one,” 
               John 17:21 

The members of the 
congregation minister in 
a way that:
c Heals and reconciles
c  Serves all persons without 
    distinction
c  Makes known through their    
     lives the gospel they proclaim
c  Enables others to assume a  
     more active responsibility for  
    continuing the mission of Jesus
c  Recognizes and defends the   
     human dignity of all persons
c  Promotes justice with a 
particular concern for the poor. 
              (Sisters of St. Joseph of    

Carondelet, Constitution, #20)

Charism
The Sprit and Charism of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph of   
Carondelet is unifying love. 
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Sandra Williams, CSJ

Theresa Kvale, CSJ

Angela Faustina, CSJ

Suzanne Jabro, CSJ

Mary Ann Martin, CSJ

Dear Sisters, Associates and friends,
Since the community’s emergence in pre-revolutionary France, the 
Sisters of St. Joseph have responded to the same urgent call—to 
accompany the marginalized poor using our gifts and collective 
power. In a rapidly shifting world, we strive to live from a contempla-
tive stance that generates compassionate action.

When you serve and build community with those on the margins, 
you cannot help but to view the world from a different lens. From 
this perspective, injustice becomes personal and the pursuit of 
justice an imperative. Women and children, people who are home-
less, incarcerated or living in slavery, those persecuted for their faith 
or skin color and our Mother Earth all call to us in deep need. Our 
response is ministry which hopefully reflects the great love of God.

The state of the world can feel overwhelming, but writer and activist 
Dr. Clarissa Pinkola Estes shares these words of wisdom:

Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at 
once, but of stretching out to mend the part of the 
world that is within our reach. Any small, calm thing 
that one soul can do to help another soul, to assist 
some portion of this poor suffering world, will help 
immensely.

Let us, together, be light in the darkness.

Lovingly,
    Sisters Angela, Mary Ann, Sandra, Suzanne and Theresa
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Judy Peters, CSJ
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Listen to the Earth      ...care of our common home

ope Francis has 
called all of us 
to action in his 
encyclical–– On 
Care For Our 
Common Home 

Laudato Si.  He said, “I do not 
want to write this Encyclical 
without turning to that attractive 
and compelling figure, whose 
name I took as my guide and 
inspiration when I was elected 
Bishop of Rome. St. Francis was 
a mystic and a pilgrim who lived 
in simplicity and in wonderful 
harmony with God, with others, 
with nature and with himself. 
 He shows us just how 
inseparable the bond is 
between concern for nature, 
justice for the poor, commitment 
to society and interior peace.” 
Within our mission of unifying 
love, communion calls us to 
act in healthy and just ways 
within the Earth Community, the 
Church, with each other, and 
the dear neighbor. Deepening 
our awareness of this, we 
commit to the following Call to 
Action: Communion within the 
Earth Community. Therefore, 
we commit ourselves to simplify 

our lifestyles through specific, 
measurable actions regarding 
water, climate change, food 
consumption, and waste, taking 
into consideration local realities 
and concerns. 
 May we all continue to 
heal our world through prayer 
and following the Encyclical of 
Pope Francis. Pope Francis will 
visit our congress in September;  
let us pray that his words of 
healing the earth will not fall on 
deaf ears.

ur benefactors 
are eager to 
help further our 
mission and 
give financial 
support to our 

many ministries along with the 
support of our aging sisters in 
Holy Family Community. We are 
most grateful to each of you for 
all you do to further the mission.
We are continuing with Hawaii 
Calls and a few other fundraisers 
you will see listed in this article.

O
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Hawaii Calls
A pleasant Holiday vacation for 
two to Maui! This trip is made 
possible by a grant from the 
William H. Hannon Foundation. 
The second prize is $1000.00 and 
the third prize is $500.00. This 
year our drawing will be held 
on October 4, 2015, the feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi.  Winners 
need not be present. For more 
information or to help sell 
tickets contact Juana Torres at 
310.889.2135 or Jtorres@csjla.org. 
You can also buy tickets online 
at www.csjla.org .

ur 2013 winner 
of the Hawaiian 
trip was Shirley 
Cook. She 
upgraded the 
prize to include 

her family. They stayed in one 
of the cottage suites at the 
Royal Lahaina Resort. She said, 
“I don’t think there was a road 
we didn’t travel.” The scenery 
was marvelous, waterfalls, 
ocean coves, waves and lush 
greenery everywhere. She also 

mentioned, “that the food was 
delicious and did not cost an 
arm and a leg.” We were happy 
to receive Shirley’s letter and 
photos that were taken on her 
trip.

lease help us 
reach our goal 
$60,000. The Sisters 
of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet 
express their 

gratitude for your continued 
support for our ministries and our 
retired sisters. 

Photo of Shirley Cook (orange top) 
with her family

O

Boutique
Our Holiday Angel Boutique 
has been a terrific way to bring 
many of our devoted friends 
and families of the Sisters to 
Carondelet Center and enjoy 
one another. 
 Thanks to our many 
friends who made various items 
including knit caps, baby sets, 
quilts, jewelry, cards as well as 
homemade breads, candy 
and cookies always add to the 
warmth of the day.
 After much conversation 
with our sisters, associates and 
volunteers, we have come to 
the place where we are not 
able to do what we used to do 
a few years ago. 
 We are looking for some 
possible ideas to replace or 
change the Boutique. If you 
have some thoughts to share 
with us, we would love to hear 
from you. One thought might be 
“The pleasures of an afternoon 
tea! What do you think?

Tribute Cards 
Our Mission Advancement 
Office has beautiful cards for 
various occasions that you can 
order. You do not need to pay 
for the cards. We ask that when 
you return your names for the 
Memorial and Honorees' lists that 
you enclose a donation at 
that time. 2
       ~ Written by Judy Peters, CSJ

P
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C hristian ministry is 
primarily concerned 
with serving others 
by helping to 
bring about the 
Kingdom of God 

through living into and spreading 
God’s vision of the world. We as 
religious, committing all of our 
energy to seeking first the Reign 
of God, minister through the 
witness of our lives insofar as we 
confidently put our total trust in 
God. As Resurrection people, 
we need neither descendents, 
nor reputations, profits, nor 
institutions to provide “security” 
against the evils of violence and 
greed and the natural passage 
of death.

It is from this lived 
commitment that we offer 
our services to provide a “gift 
economy” (Schneiders), sharing 
what we have in our lives with 
community and with a world 
where all are equal in God’s 
eyes. Works we engage in 
through Calls to Action will be 
effective only if we live and 
reflect the Gospel vision through 
daily contemplation, shared 
insights and responsive, flexible 
action.

Ministry is not only 

performing good works, making 
a difference in the world or 
spreading a conceptual belief 
system. We engage in ongoing 
discernment to find ways of 
sharing Resurrection Life with all, 
based on Jesus’ words, “I have 
come that they may have life 
and have it to the full.”

We live in a community 
based on possessionlessness in 
order to minister freely. Works 
of pastoral care, social justice 
involvement, teaching, healing 
and just confrontation is directed 
against the evils of violence, 
exclusion, suffering, destruction 
of the earth and needless death. 
We are called to stand against 
forces that spread fear in order 
to control others, claiming the 
ultimate power over life and 
death in this world. 
ather than fleeing from the 

egocentric 
world, or only 
caring for 
its victims, 
we work to 
subvert evils 

resulting from human choices 
that obstruct the universal Reign 
of God.  2
    ~ Written by Mona Castelazo, CSJ

Sh
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R
Mona Castelazo CSJ

 A Resurrection Perspective

A Reflection on Ministry                   

Louise Bernstein, CSJ sharing her knowledge 
with a young woman who prepares for her 

GED at Presentation Center.
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Editor’s Note:
This issue of DESIGNS is 

dedicated to the ministries of 
our Sisters. Ministries are rooted 
in our Calls to Action, which are 
birthed during Congregational 
Chapters. Sister Mona Castelazo 
explains: 
"A Congregational chapter is a 
meeting held every several years 
in which elected representative 
Sisters from all the provinces 
meet to determine the present 
and future direction of the 
institute. When the chapter 
is in session, its authority, 
reflecting the collaboration 
of a “discipleship of equals” 
(Schneiders), outweighs any 
individual Sisters in leadership 
roles. This is the policy- making 
body that, through collegial 
discernment, articulates Calls to 
Action, which are the specific 
goals for the congregation’s 
future life and ministry.  The 
chapter strives to consider 
the best of all possibilities and 
to hear all views. Sessions are 
usually open to all members for 
observation and, at times, even 
participation".  2

 

“I have 

come that 

they may 

have life 

and 

have it 

to the full.”
On the Cover:
Our cover photo is an opening 
in a building with one of those 
beautiful old mission- style 
architectures found everywhere 
in California. The trees are 
Aspen. They can be found 
high up in the Sierra Mountains 
between California and 
Nevada.
 We hope the 
combination of these photos 
gives you a sense of the beauty 
of autumn and the joy of this 
edition of DESIGNS with its 
window on Ministry.  2
           ~ Written by Carol L Smith, CSJ

John

Meyling Eliash-Daneshfar
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ifestyle as Ministry
For the last number of 
years I have not been 
involved in any of the 
traditional ministries 
which       help 
people directly. 
Instead, I have been 

reading, thinking, writing, and 
submitting my work for review 
on how shall we humans live so 
as to be a blessing for Creation 
and not the species that 
oversees its diminishment. I have 
focused on the values that we 
need to live in order to survive as 
viable and beneficial members 
of the Earth community – how 
we need to live with each other 
as well as how to live with the 
gift of our common home. 
 My study has reinforced 
in me that some of the most 
important service I can offer 
to those who are exploited, 
oppressed, and devalued 
throughout the world is to live 
in “radical interdependence,” 
meaning that the value of 
interdependence “becomes 
the very foundation of my 
actions, the signature of my life.” 

We commit ourselves individually and collectively to ask in every 
deliberation, “How does this decision/action impact the Earth 
community?” We do this to raise our awareness and change our 
behaviors. We believe in the interdependence of humanity and nature 
in the whole Earth community, and recognize our harmful impact. 
We believe that Creation is a sacred trust given to the whole Earth 
community.      (Congregational Chapter 2013)

To live this way, I need to keep 
deepening my consciousness of 
the effect of all of my choices 
on others, whether the health 
of those who grow my food or 
make my clothes or the quality 
of the air and water that passes 
through my hands to others.    
My actions will affect others no 
matter what I do, but I can do 
less harm by choosing actions 
that cause less harm.  

he importance 
of facilitating this 
mind- shift has 
also influenced 
the work I have 
been involved in 

with the Sisters of Earth for the 
past twenty years. Working on 
the conference every two years 
has been an opportunity to 
be of service to those who are 
working for environmental justice 
and the welfare of every human 
and non-human being. These 
women are a blessing for the 
Earth community and inspire me 
to live in a more sacred 
manner.  2

~ Written by Toni Nash, CSJ

T

L

Toni Nash, CSJ

Lifestyle as Ministry

Toni Nash, CSJ
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 Holy Family 
     Is a Community of 
       Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Furry Friends visit the Sisters  
in Holy Family Community

e all need friends. 
Period. Included 
among our 
dearest friends, 
we usually find 
pets.  Holy Family 

residents in Los Angeles at 
Carondelet Center have two 
special friends, Ryan and Pippin 
who visit periodically. Karen 
Ralke, who has been a friend 
of our retired Sisters for several 
years, owns these two gorgeous 
Golden Retriever Labradors. 
Ryan and Pippin are on first 
name basis with everyone in the 
house and they are welcomed 
every time they come around. 
Of course, they expect a few 
treats such as yogurt and lots of 
hugs. 2

~ Written by  Meyling Eliash-
Daneshfar,  Editor
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Juliet Berber, CSJ

Madeline Keaney, CSJ

On the right, Robert Joseph 
Doucette, CSJ
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                                        ...Santa Ana

I
Teresa Lynch, CSJ 

t. Anne School has been 
creating bright futures 
for the children of Santa 
Ana, CA for over seventy 
years. It is located in the 
heart of Santa Ana, in 

an area called Wilshire Square 
and is surrounded by small 
mom and pop shops with a feel 
of a small community where 
everyone knows their neighbors. 
Most of the residents around 
St. Anne School are Latino and 
signs of the Latino culture are 
everywhere beginning with 
the church with its beautiful 
mission style architecture.  
The Diocese of Orange has 
formed an alliance of the three 
poorest Santa Ana Schools, 
called the Marian Alliance.  The 
three schools included in this 
alliance are:  St. Anne School, 
St. Joseph School and School of 
Our Lady.  All struggle with the 
same problems  that include low 
enrollment, lack of resources, 
and most children qualifying 
for the federal lunch program.  
But far above the problems are 
the qualities that make these 
schools stand out among the 
many wonderful schools in the 
Orange Diocese. These are 
the children and the people of 
Santa Ana, with their warm spirits 

A School with a Soul in

and strong sense of parish and 
family.  
 At the beginning of this 
year with the help of many, 
especially with a CSJ Mission 
Advancement Grant of $10,000, 
a band program for all Fourth 
and Fifth graders in the Marian 
Alliance Schools of Santa Ana 
was developed. More than 
100 used instruments were 
purchased for one hundred  
students and a band formed 
in all three schools. Their first 
concert occurred in March 
with Bishop Vann attending 
and playing a jazz piece on the 
piano at the Crystal Cathedral.  
t is easy to see in the lives of 
our children in Santa Ana the 

words of Pope 
Francis, who 
said, “The 
main element 
in school is 
learning to 

be magnanimous…  This means 
having a big heart, having a 
greatness of soul.” 2
          ~ Written by Teresa Lynch, CSJ 
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Then and Now
  Sean Patrice Smythe, CSJ

THEN
joined the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph, 
one of nine 
communities of 
Sisters teaching 
at Bishop Conaty 

High School in Los Angeles 
because of their spirit of joy 
and simplicity.  Fifty-seven years 
later, four of my classmates are 
still with me in our gregarious 
reception. 
 Having ‘caravanned’ 
around California teaching  
elementary grades, I moved to 
St. Vincent’s School, also in Los 
Angeles, where I am beginning 
my thirty- first year. I’ve picked 
up teaching techniques from 
other teachers with Sister Mary 
Andrea Brady as my special 
mentor. Attending publishers 
and diocesan workshops as well 
as 14 years of National Catholic 
Education Association’s 
conventions broadened my 
love for creative fun ways to 
approach curricula.
 My philosophy of 
accepting children includes 
welcoming not–gifted singers 
to the choir but making sure 
they weren’t close to the 

As years go by, our lives 
change and take us in 
different directions. Then 
and Now is a section 
dedicated to the journey of 
the Sisters and Associates 
who form the great tapestry 
of our Community. 
     I microphone. We sang in choir 

festivals, nursing homes, and 
shopping malls. Interest in Save 
the Whales movement led me 
to experts in oceanography and 
marine mammals. Delightful 
whale watching excursions 
for twenty-five years ended 
when deemed unsafe by 
the Archdiocesan Education 
Department.

NOW
After fifty-two years, I will teach 
part-time and continue singing 
in formal groups. I sang for 
twenty-five years at Mount Saint 
Mary’s College, now University. 
Presently, I am with the Loyola–
Marymount choral group and 
have traveled to Germany, 
Austria and France.
 I wear the traditional CSJ 
habit as a personal choice.  2
                  ~ Written by Theresa Ann

                      Coronas, CSJSean Patrice Smythe, CSJ
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y virtue of our 
baptism all 
Christians are 
called to be 
priest, prophet 
and ruler.  
Emanating 

from this call is the ministry of 
service through contemplation 
and action—which entails 
denouncing evil, announcing 
the good news of the kindom 
of God, and speaking truth 
to power.  The 1971 Synod of 
Bishops on Justice in the World 
articulates this call: 
  “Action on behalf of 
justice and participation in the 
transformation of the world fully 
appear to us as a constitutive 
dimension of the preaching of 
Gospel….” 
 In his Encyclical Laudato 
Si—Praise be to You, Pope 
Francis states:  “Humanity still 
has the ability to work together 
in building our common home.”  
Space limitations prevent 
additional quotations.    
 Our Calls to Action also 
articulate this baptismal call 
for the Family of Joseph.  “We 
believe our charism (of unifying 
love) calls us to informed action 
for justice for the whole earth 

Called to Do Justice, 
  Build Peace and Protect 
        the Integrity of Creation

B community.” (Communion 
Within the Earth Community)  
“We are co-responsible 
participants in Jesus’ mission 
by living out our baptismal call 
to unify, reconcile, and act 
prophetically.”  (Church:  The 
People of God)  “We believe 
that the mission of Jesus calls us 
to prophetic witness that comes 
from partnering with new eyes 
[and] collaboration with others 
for justice….[we] join with others 
in working for systemic change 
that will enable all to live in right 
relationship and/in addressing 
issues that demean or deny 
people their human dignity 
and that force those who are 
marginalized to bear the burden 
of unjust systems.”  (Partnering 
with New Eyes)

hile the ministry 
of justice, 
nonviolent 
peacemaking, 
and protection 
of the integrity 
of creation 

belongs to all of us, the province 
Office of Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation empowers 
us through prayers, education, 
and action opportunities.  2
~ Written by Louise McDonald, CSJ                     

W
Louise McDonald, CSJ  

Ju
stic

e
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Our Sisters and Associates 

who have died 
August 2014 ~ August 2015

Annette Thibault, CSJ 
1932 ~ 2014 

Roberta Ann Rosso, CSJ
1937 ~ 2014

Louise Ayala, CSJ
1920 ~ 2014

Ruth Hubbard, CSJA
1921 ~  2014

Mary Andre Bradley, CSJ
 1932 ~  2014

Mary Adele St. Cyr. CSJ
1921 ~  2014

Mary Evelyn Flynn, CSJ
1927 ~ 2015

Thomas Mary Collins, CSJ
1921  ~ 2015

Kathleen Marie Mahoney, CSJ
1924 – 2015

Rosemarie Carroll, CSJ
1939 ~ 2015

Bernice Lieb, CSJA
1916 ~ 2015

Barbara Ann McConnell. CSJ
1931 ~ 2015

Marylouis Markel, CSJ
1927 ~ 2015

Magdalen Marie Crivello, CSJ
1929 ~ 2015

emember
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Leaven in Society

t the end of April, 
a group of twenty-
eight vowed 
members and four 
associates, together 
with the thirty-two 

sisters who are accompanying 
them as mentors, gathered 
at the Carondelet Hospitality 
Center in Latham, NY, for 
the opening introduction to 
their year in the Federation 
Leadership Development 
Program.  
 This was the third group 
to learn more about and begin 
the process of improving their 
leadership skills through the 
“CSSJs: Leaders as Leaven” 
program.  Grounded in the 
belief that every daughter of 
Joseph is called to leadership in 
her ministry, her community, the 
society, the program focuses 
not on the management 
or administrative skills that 
elected congregational leaders 
need, but on the personal 
traits needed to lead change 

wherever one is. The group 
from the Los Angeles Province 
includes Sisters Adrienne Pereira,  
Ann Patricia O’Connor, Barbara 
Stowasser, Joann Heinritz, Mary 
McKay, Margaret O’Rourke as 
mentors and Sisters Deanine 
Medina and Michelle Humke as 
participants   
 Although the program is 
meant for the U.S. Federation, 
the internationality of the Sisters 
of St Joseph was visible once 
again.  In the past it welcomed 
sisters from Mexico, India and 
Brazil.  This time it was blessed 
with the presence of participants 
from Pakistan and India as well 
as those bringing with them the 
cultures of Sri Lanka and Poland.

ver the course 
of the year, 
these groups 
are asked to 
connect online 
each month, 

to share their insights and nurture 
the journey of one another. 
It has been clear that the 
connections made will nourish 
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We believe ––Structures support mission and foster deepening 
communion. Mutuality, collegiality, subsidiarity, and flexibility are core 
principles for governance. We deepen communion by being and 
acting in new ways as one congregation. (Congregational Chapter 2013)

Every daughter of Joseph is 
   called to leadership
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the individuals and take the 
federation into the future.  
With this third group, the 
program has come to include 
every congregation in the 
Federation by the presence of 
participants and/or mentors.  It 
is an initiative of the Federation 
that has already borne fruit in 
both leadership development 
and connections across the 
country and will continue to do 
so for many years to come.  2  
 ~ Adapted from an article 
published by the US Federation of 
Sisters of Saint Joseph, June 2015. 

Michelle Humke, CSJ

Participant

Deanine Medina, CSJ, participant

 in the center of photo
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When I was in Prison
                   ...you visited me

Ministering at San Quentin 
State Prison

he large building 
near the college 
where I worked 
in 1985 intrigued 
me. That building 
was San Quentin 

State Prison, California’s oldest 
and best-known correctional 
institution since 1852. I chose 
to volunteer in the death row 
section. 
 San Quentin is over 
163 years old and the building 
speaks of its age. The cells were 
very dark and you had to lean 
against the entrance to talk to 
the inmate. The men I saw were 
mostly African-American and 
Latino, and the rest, white. 
During this time, I met an 
inmate who learned how 
to paint to the degree that 
he painted a mural in the 
visiting room. I also spent time 
with a pedophile that visited to 
Gethsemane Abbey (Kentucky) 
when Father Thomas Merton was 

alive. Ironically, I also met a man 
who had fathered a child by 
one of my former students. My 
job was to bring the Eucharist to 
several of the inmates but most 
of my interactions were with 
lonely inmates who had been 
abandoned by all and had no 
human support.   
 Of the seven hundred 
plus men on the row, perhaps 
only one third have visitors 
from outside. The lack of visitors 
leaves these men both further 
disconnected and isolated. 
There is a buddy system from 
local parishes and other 
organizations who visit prisoners 
often.  

ccording to an 
article by the 
Huffingtonpost.
com, in 2012 
California 
voters rejected 

the latest attempt to repeal 
the death penalty, a blow to 
activists who saw the election 
as their best chance in 35 years. 

We have committed ourselves to work for the abolition of the death 
penalty as a matter of conscience, morality and respect for the dignity 
of life. We believe the death penalty is immoral. We believe in the 
sanctity and dignity of every human life. Even when people deny the 
dignity of others through violence, we still must recognize their dignity 
is a gift from God and is not something earned or lost through their 
behavior.
  (Public Statement against the Death Penalty February 2006) 

T

A

P
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n
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Kristin Cholewa, CSJ
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No executions have taken place 
since 2006 because of federal 
and state lawsuits filed by death 
row inmates. Analysts think 
that ending the death penalty 
would save the state $130 million 
annually. It will be on the ballot 
soon again.

he death row at 
San Quentin has 
many men who 
are cloaked in 
violence. It also 
houses men who 

are on the spiritual journey 
towards awareness of the God 
who loves them. I am grateful 
to all these men for how they 
have impacted my own spiritual 
growth.  2
~ Submitted by Kristin Cholewa, CSJ

  

T

WE

 recognize the 

dignity of others

is a 

GIFT 
FROM GOD 

and is not 

something earned 

or lost 

through their 

behavior.
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O ne summer, in 1976, 
Sister Ann Weltz 
went to Tucson to 
give community 
service with Sister 
Kathleen Clark 

at Casa de Los Niños. When 
Ann returned to the Bay Area, 
she began a radical change 
in ministry, giving up the 
elementary school involvement 
in three experimental science 
programs in the area. Sister Ann 
returned to the Casa for two 
years as the Assistant Director 
with little knowledge of babies or 
crisis nurseries.  
 Relying on potential help 
from people in the Bay Area, 
Sister Ann began a faith journey 
to start a crisis nursery in the Bay 
Area.  Sister Ann made contacts, 
obtained promises, located 
property and financial support. 
 Now, thirty-five years 
later, there is still a small paid 
staff. The Bay Area Crisis 
Nursery runs on faith, hope 
and volunteer service.  “We 
have always relied totally on 
donations; we have no regular 
income. We don’t use credit so 

we pay cash for everything.”  
Each week close to one 
hundred volunteers are assisting 
in various capacities. In a year’s 
time there are over a thousand 
admissions. 
 In 2013 Sister Ann and 
the Bay Area Crisis Nursery were 
honored with the Northern 
California Jefferson Award. In 
2014, the Contra Costa County 
Board of Supervisors named 
Sister Ann Humanitarian of the 
Year. Later that year, Sister 
Ann was also one of the eight 
Contra Costa Women Hall of 
Fame honorees. Those honored 
were cited for an ability to ignite 
and guide passion for service. 
Anyone who knows her would 
agree she possesses deep 
wisdom and compassion. With 
her gentleness and tranquility 
there is a latent strength and 
courage.
 Sister Ann’s ministry is a 
daily act of faith based on total 
trust in God and the generosity 
and support of others.  2
        ~ Written by Frances Baker, CSJ

When the Sisters of St. Joseph first came together in 17th century France, 
their founder, Father Jean Pierre Medaille, told them to dedicate 
themselves “to the practice of all the spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy of which woman is capable and which will most benefit the…
dear neighbor.”  Those challenging and freeing words have been a 
guiding force of CSJ mission up to the present time.  This section in 
Designs is dedicated to highlighting the spirit that directs the sisters as 
they seek to advance the mission of God.       ~ Mary Williams, CSJ
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Ann Weltz, CSJ receives California 
Jefferson Award 2013

Unwavering Trust         Commitment to Personal and Social Change
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L ast May, Pope 
Francis announced 
the appointment 
of Jorge Izaguirre 
as Bishop of the 

Prelature of Chuquibamba, 
located in the Region of 
Arequipa, Peru.  He was 
ordained Bishop on July 10, 2015.  
 With tears of joy in my 
heart and with great pride, I 
witnessed the ordination of one 
of the students who participated 
in the Catholic Youth Group 
that I moderated in Casma, 
Peru between the years of 
1982 – 1987 and who, over the 
years has been a dear friend.   
Just before the final blessing, 
Jorge thanked the more than a 
thousand people gathered at 
the Plaza de Armas of Camana, 
along with many Bishops and 
priests. Jorge included in his 
expression of heartfelt gratitude, 
the Sisters of St. Joseph who 
ministered in Casma during 
his formative years influencing 
his vocation to the priesthood 
as role models of service and 
dedication to the people. 
 In the public celebrations 
that followed, Jorge, always 
included his gratitude to 
the Congregation.  In a 

conversation he and I had 
before the ordination, he told 
me that if there had been a 
branch of the Congregation for 
men, he would have become 
a member. Jorge became a 
member of the Congregation of 
the Holy Cross fathers.  
 Because of his affection 
and love for the Sisters of St. 
Joseph and his devotion, Jorge 
has included, four times, the 
symbol of the lily on his Bishop’s 
Coat of Arms. 

efore his 
ordination, Jorge 
visited many of 
the communities 
in the Prelature.  
His dream is to 
have the Sisters of 

Saint Joseph minister with him in 
the Prelature.  
 Our presence will 
continue to be very much alive 
in the hearts of the People of 
God.  2
          ~ Written by Celia Durea, CSJ

B

Bishop Izaguirre 
 a True CSJ at Heart
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We believe that mutuality can 
only happen when we walk with 
our sisters and brothers who live 
in poverty.
       (Congregational Chapter 2013) 

CANTO CHICO
n 1993, a group of 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
moved into an area 
on the outskirts of 
Lima, Peru called 
Canto Chico.  

Sisters Alma Jones (Albany) and 
Teresa Avalos (Los Angeles) 
opened the house, which 
would serve as the formation 
community for new sisters in 
the Vice-Province of Peru. The 
Latin American Conference 
of Religious encouraged 
religious congregations to 
establish houses of formation 
in impoverished areas to make 
the Option for the Poor clear 
from the first days of initial 
formation. Our Community 
made a decision to be a loving 
presence among the people in 
the Canto Chico neighborhood.
 Canto Chico is an 

impoverished area where 
people call upon Jesus to 
accompany them in their 
own suffering—the suffering of 
poverty, illness, unemployment 
and violence. The cross is an 
important symbol in the life of 
the people as they identify with 
the suffering and pain of Jesus in 
an intimate way.     
 During the month of May, 
the families in Canto Chico have 
the tradition of receiving the 
large Canto Chico cross from the 
neighborhood grotto into their 
home. Each night, the neighbors 
gather in a different home to 
pray the rosary, venerate the 
cross and share in the hospitality 
of refreshments prepared by the 
family. They also share the little 
that they have.

e open the 
doors of our 
house in the 
afternoon for the 
neighborhood 
children to 

come and receive individual 
help with their homework 
after school each day. Many 
children live with parents or 

W
Anne Davis, CSJ

Living the 
       Canto Chico Cross
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grandparents who do not have 
the educational background to 
be able to help the children with 
school assignments. In addition 
to receiving help with their 
homework, our house provides 
a space with tables and chairs 
for the children to work on their 
assignments. Most importantly 
the children receive love, 
affirmation, and support.  

oung adults from 
the Canto Chico 
neighborhood join 
with us in helping 
the children. They       
received help             

 with their homework 
from our Sisters when they were 
children and now they are 
helping the next generation of 
children to succeed in school. 
Together the children, young 
adults and Sisters of Saint Joseph 
carry the cross with great love 
and hope for the future!  2
       ~ Submitted by Anne Davis, CSJ
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N ame any fourth world 
country (a term used 
as an extension of the 
Three Words Theory to 
refer to sub-populations 
socially excluded 

from the global society) and 
add to the list the persons with 
developmental disabilities––the 
forgotten or ignored. 
 Yet there are actually 
two realities: this one just 
mentioned and East Bay 
Services to the Developmentally 
Disabled at Concord House in 
Concord, CA.
 Imagine living and 
serving in a place where 
everyone honors and recognizes 
ONENESS, in other words, that 
we are sharing our life’s journey 
together and that this sharing is 
an honor and a privilege.
 Concord House, founded 
in 1974, is home for adult men 
and women with developmental 
disabilities. Intentional 
community is the foundation 
of life experiences offered and 
shared by residents and staff. 

Self-actualization, growth, self 
-confidence are sought as goals 
for everyone, staff and residents 
alike. Service to the dear 
neighbor flows back and forth 
within the community as people 
share one another’s burdens 
and rejoice in one anothers' 
accomplishments. 
 As CSJs we are called by 
the mission of Jesus “to partner 
with new eyes…and recognize 
and respect the dignity and 
authority of each person.” *

inistry at 
Concord House 
puts one right in 
the middle of this 
mission and call 
and gives us the 

privilege of “walk (ing) with those 
who are marginalized”. * 2

~ Submitted by 
Mary Ann Leyba, CSJ  

*Congregational Chapter 2013.

Honoring and Recognizing  
    ONENESS

M
Mary Ann Leyba, CSJ  
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HOLY GROUND

What’s In a Name? 
The Origins of our           
       Magazine’s Name

he term Design has a 
special meaning for the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. It is 
more than 365 years old. 
A French Jesuit priest, 

Jean Pierre Medaille, met a group 
of single and widowed women who 
desired religious life and wanted to 
help others. The women so touched 
Fr. Medaille that he approached the 
local bishop to create a religious 
community of widows and single 
women who loved God and provided 
help "in all the ways in which women 
were capable". Medaille called this 
project, “the Little Design”.
	 For		five	centuries,	we	have	
been both the Designed and the 
Designers of works that "advance 
the glory of God and serve the Dear 
Neighbor”. In 2015 the “Little Design” 
includes all who share our charism. 
 May you discover within 
you a “Little Design” of great love, 
love of God, love of neighbor, love 
of earth. Come, create with  us the 
“Little Design” of the 21st 
century.  2   
  ~ Written by Pat Nelson, CSJ
   

T

DE S I G N S

Holy Ground has been a regular addition to the back cover of DESIGNS. 
It expresses the beauty and the sacred in creation. Be Holy Ground! 

Light plays 
   among the leaves of Autumn
   and our autumn eye is opened
Grace abounds, 
Gold drops like coins in our hands
AND we know a spendthrift God.
                                ~ Carol L Smith, CSJ


