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December 11, 2017 
CALENDAR
Save the date 
December 18 		International Migrants Day
December 20		International Human solidarity Day
2018
January 1		World Day of Peace
January 8-17		National Migration Week
January 13		Walk for Freedom

TAKING ACTION

Climate Change and Fire
We returned yesterday after being evacuated four days because of the fire danger in our area. Our Center and University were spared but thousands of people who were also under mandatory evacuation orders were not as fortunate as ourselves to have a community who could take us in to their homes. Hundreds have lost everything. The tragedy of fire also killed many horses, domestic and farm animals as well as wild life. 

The winds fanning the fires were the largest ever recorded here in Southern California and this was the longest fire season on record, one that is predicted to continue through winter. We are getting no rain.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meanwhile the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) is syntactically cutting those laws that were put in place to protect the climate. Please write to President Trump to voice your concern that his administration is systematically cutting laws put into place to protect the environment. Please copy the attached letter, make it your own and send it to the President.
		
INFORMATION/REFLECTION
Joseph faithfully did whatever he was given to do. 
Sometimes we wonder, Why this? Why me?  
But it has got to be done, and I am the one to do it, so I do it.
From Little Blue Book

Phoenix Open golf tournament thrives in sustainability efforts
The 2017 Waste Management Phoenix Open in Arizona has become the first golf tournament in the world to be recognized by the Scottish Golf Environmental Organization for its impressive sustainability performance.

United States Institute of Peace
The United States Institute of Peace (USIP) is an American non-partisan, independent, federal institution that provides analysis of and is involved in conflicts around the world. The Institute was established by an act of U.S. Congress that was signed into law by President Ronald Reagan in 1984.

Since 2008, USIP’s Academy has trained more than 5,000 peacekeepers in core conflict management skills. 
“Peacekeepers use conflict management skills—communication, analysis, negotiation, and mediation—in a range of settings. Utilizing these skills allows them to accomplish mission-related tasks and to protect civilians.”

Click on the red box  below for more information




RESOURCES

The following stories highlight Church leaders’ words and work around recent current events.
· U.S. Bishops’ Chairmen Express Disappointment with U.S. Government Withdrawal from UN’s Process to Develop a Global Compact on Migration
· Congress Must Change Fundamentally Flawed Tax Policies in Final Bill, Says U.S. Bishops Chairman
· U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Chairman of International Justice and Peace and President of Catholic Relief Services Urge Continued Funding of U.S and Global HIV/AIDS Programs
· Coalition of Catholic Organizations Against Human Trafficking Advocate for Slave-Free Seafood Label
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Making Peace Possible


UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE  |   2301 Constitution Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20037  |   202.457.1700  |   www.usip.org  


WHAT WE DO  
Preventing Violent Conflict and Sustaining the Peace


�� USIP works to prevent, reduce, and resolve armed conflict around the world. The
Institute applies practical solutions directly in conflict zones and provides analysis,
education, and resources to those working for peace.


�� USIP’s specialized teams—mediators, trainers and others—work in some of the
world’s most dangerous places, including Iraq and Afghanistan.


�� USIP’s initiatives are cost-effective. They equip countries to manage and resolve
conflict themselves and reduce the need for U.S. military deployments abroad.


HOW WE DO IT 
Cost-Effective Contributions to National Security


�� In the fight against ISIS, USIP mediates peace accords in local conflicts in Iraqi
communities that have been devastated by the extremist group. In 2015, USIP
facilitated a local Sunni-Shia accord in Tikrit that averted bloodshed and let 380,000
internally displaced people return home.


�� 	To inhibit extremist recruitment among a highly vulnerable population, USIP in 2015
and 2016 provided training to Tunisian university students on how to resolve conflicts
without violence.


�� In Afghanistan, USIP led a successful campaign that facilitated peaceful elections in


2014 despite Taliban calls for violence.


�  In Burma, USIP trained civic leaders, government officials, and police to help achieve a peaceful 2015 election for a 
more democratic government during a delicate transition from autocratic rule to democracy.


� With training, research, and other programs in the U.S. and abroad, USIP builds the capacity of the U.S. military, 
diplomatic, and development communities to combat extremism and stabilize war-torn countries. 


OUR STORY 
Three Decades of Impact


�� President Ronald Reagan signed legislation creating the Institute in 1984.


�� The Institute was created by leaders in Congress who had lived through the
devastation of war and hoped to prevent it in the future.


�� Congress appropriates the Institute’s funding—$37.8 million this year—to ensure that
it remains nonpartisan and independent of outside influence.


�� The Institute has a bipartisan board of directors that by statute includes the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State, and the President of the National
Defense University.


“USIP has been in Iraq since 
2003, … training local people 
who could negotiate peace 
among the tribes and bring 
violence down... In 2007, in 
Mahmoudiya…, the ‘Triangle 
of Death,’ USIP negotiated 
an arrangement among the 
tribes … Violence went down 
dramatically. The U.S. military 
presence was able to reduce 
by 80 percent. It saved a 
lot of lives, it saved a lot of 
dollars, and that basic peace 
agreement among the tribes 
has held up for 10 years.”


Stephen J. Hadley 
Chair,  USIP Board of Directors 
March 21, 2017 
House Armed Services 
Committee


May 2017


Impact Where America Needs It


“I was the battalion 
commander that worked 
with you in Mahmoudiya, 
Iraq 2007–2008. [USIP’s] 
initiatives helped save the 
lives of my guys, and gave us 
other alternatives in nonviolent 
conflict resolution.”


Col. William H. Zemp 
U.S. Army
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