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March 18, 2019 
 “Today I would like to ask that St Joseph grant all of us the ability to dream because when we dream great things, good things, we draw near to God’s dream, what God dreams about us. That he might give to those who are young people — because he was young — the ability to dream, to take risks and to take on the difficult tasks seen in their dreams. And that he might give to all the fidelity that generally matures in upright behavior, since he was just, which grows in silence—in few words--and grows in that tenderness which is capable of safeguarding one’s own weaknesses and those of others”. (Pope Francis 20 March 2017: Morning homily, Casa Santa Marta)


CALENDAR
March
Women’s History Month
March 19	St. Joseph’s Day
March 21	International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
April
April 22	Earth Day
TAKING ACTION
Death Penalty S22uspended In California
Gov. Gavin Newsom suspended the death penalty in California, calling it discriminatory and immoral, and is granting reprieves to the 737 condemned inmates on the nation’s largest Death Row.
“I do not believe that a civilized society can claim to be a leader in the world as long as its government continues to sanction the premeditated and discriminatory execution of its people,” Newsom said in a statement accompanying an executive order, declaring a moratorium on capital punishment in the state. “The death penalty is inconsistent with our bedrock values and strikes at the very heart of what it means to be a Californian.”
Please write or call to thank him:
Governor Gavin Newsom
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 445-2841 
Fax: (916) 558-3160 

Support Muslim Families in New Zealand
I just signed the campaign: Send Love & Solidarity to the Muslim Families of New Zealand: Pledge to Fight White Nationalism . Each of us can help build the momentum we need to bring about a more just world. 

Will you join me by taking action on this campaign? 
https://action.groundswell-mvmt.org/petitions/send-a-message-of-love-solidarity-to-the-muslim-families-of-christchurch 

Dream Act
Immigrant youth from United We Dream went to the US Capitol for the introduction of the Dream & Promise Act - a bill which would protect over 2 million immigrant youth and people who were protected by the TPS and DED programs.
The Dream & Promise Act builds upon the Dream Act legacy of helping people without hurting people. This bill would protect millions of people, including youth who moved to the United States before they turned 18 and adults with TPS and DED who’ve called this country their home for decades. Right now, we need everyone and their moms, their aunties, their cousins and their neighbors to demand that their Representatives support for the Dream & Promise Act! 
Call Now 
		
Ask the Department of Homeland Security to Rescind the "Remain in Mexico" Policy and Support Asylum Seekers by Following Existing Law
In January 2019, the Department of Homeland Security issued new policy guidance for "Migrant Protection Protocols."
 On March 4, 2019, the Texas and Mexico Border bishops issued a statement voicing disagreement with the recent "Remain in Mexico" policy. Expressing their deep concern over the policy, the bishops noted: "We appeal to governments, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they not adopt policies that have the effect of increasing the suffering of the most vulnerable." On March 13th, Bishop Joe Vasquez of Austin, Texas, Chairman of USCCB Committee on Migration along with Sean Callahan CEO of Catholic Relief Services released a statement of solidarity with the Texas-Mexico Border bishops regarding the human consequences of this policy.
Under the Remain in Mexico policy, certain asylum seekers, including families, are sent back to Mexico to wait throughout the duration of their immigration court proceedings in the U.S, which could take months in which people are living in dangerous and inadequate conditions.  
As Catholics, we affirm the inherent dignity of every person and the ability of families to seek security and safety for themselves and family members. For this reason, the U.S. Catholic Bishops oppose the Remain in Mexico policy and ask that the Department of Homeland Security act now to revoke the policy and provide immediate protection and the authorization to remain in the United States to asylum seekers while they apply for adjudication of their asylum claims.
TAKE ACTION! 
Please click here to contact the Department of Homeland Security and ask they rescind the Remain in Mexico policy and instead support asylum seekers by sending the following message:







INFORMATION 

DUBLIN — Weekly strikes by schoolchildren protesting over the threat posed by climate change are set to escalate March 15 in Ireland. Thousands of students are expected to assemble outside the Dáil Éireann, the Irish house of parliament, as part of a global day of action aimed at pressuring governments to act to save the planet before it is too late.
Since last December, a steady flow of students, as well as some teachers, parents and grandparents, have kept a weekly vigil in the center of Dublin as part of Swedish student Greta Thunberg's #FridaysForFuture movement. The 16-year-old staged the very first strike in August 2018 outside the Parliament House in Stockholm. The last week of February, a group of more than 200 students showed up in Dublin chanting, "We are unstoppable — another world is possible."
Importance of legislation highlighted at gender equality event 
Representatives from a number of countries this week highlighted the importance of legal and social protections for women and girls at the 63rd Session of the Commission on the Status of Women. Participants spoke about new legislation their countries were passing on gender discrimination, maternity leave and social protections for women.

According to a UN report countries will not meet the internationally agreed goal to minimise the adverse impacts of chemicals and waste by 2020.

The second Global Chemicals Outlook, presented at the UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi, has revealed that the current chemical production capacity of 2.3 billion tonnes, valued at US$5 trillion annually, is expected to double by 2030.

The UN recognise the importance of chemicals in the 21st century, being found across a wide array of industries. However, unless sound management of chemicals and waste is achieved worldwide, the predicted increase in chemical production will have negative effects on human health and economies.


RESOURCES

A Resource from NETWORK
The Origins of the Racial Wealth and Income Gap
Click here to download a PDF

Where did the Moon come from? A new theory
The Earth and Moon are like identical twins, made up of the exact same materials -- which is really strange, since no other celestial bodies we know of share this kind of chemical relationship. What's responsible for this special connection? Looking for an answer, planetary scientist and MacArthur "Genius" Sarah T. Stewart discovered a new kind of astronomical object -- a synestia -- and a new way to solve the mystery of the Moon's origin.
	Watch now »



			
	What Can Make Displaced People More Vulnerable to Extremism?
As the international community works to prevent new generations of extremism in war-torn regions, a new USIP study from Afghanistan notes the importance of specific conditions faced by displaced people—and it offers indications suggesting the importance for policy of supporting early interventions to prevent radicalization. 












						Read the analysis
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