[image: JPIC3 (2)]
[bookmark: _GoBack]March 2, 2020		

The 2020 Women's History Month theme is “Valiant Women of the Vote.” The theme honors "the brave women who fought to win suffrage rights for women, and for the women who continue to fight for the voting rights of others."
	      
March
Women’s History Month
March 3	Super Tuesday be sure to vote
March 3	World Wild Life Day
March 8	International Women’s Day
March 8	Day light Saving Time begins
March 19	Feast of St. Joseph


*****************
TAKING ACTION
Be a voice for the voiceless
*********************
			
Back Ground checks Save Lives 
The Brady Bill was enacted 26 years ago on February 28, 1994. To date, background checks have blocked more than 3.5 million gun sales to prohibited buyers — including domestic abusers, convicted felons, and others.

It’s been a year since the House passed H.R. 8 to expand background checks, yet the Senate has failed to bring its companion bill to a debate or vote. In that time, almost 40,000 people in America have been killed by guns. We know the solutions. It’s past time for the Senate to update background checks now!  









		SEND A MESSAGE TO YOUR SENATOR 






Act Now to Protect the National Environmental Policy Act
A new proposal from the Trump administration would fundamentally change how the federal government implements our nation's bedrock environmental law—the National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, which is crucial to protecting public health and well-being. The proposal is a blatant effort to institutionalize climate denial into government decision-making. The Union for Concerned Scientists urges us to act now to protect the NEPA. Go to: https://secure.ucsusa.org/onlineactions/5J0luZa4YkiUmcMR656c9g2

Labeling for Lent
Labeling for Lent petition and urge seafood producers, distributors, and retailers to make public, through product labeling or other means, their efforts to fight human trafficking in their product supply chains. 
This year the Labeling for Lent Campaign seeks to encourage the wholesale company Sysco to better inform its customers about efforts they are making to ensure their supply chains are free of forced labor. Sysco is a global leader in selling, marketing, and distributing food products to restaurants, healthcare, and educational facilities. With over 650,000 customer locations, the company operates more than 320 distribution facilities globally. In the United States, many of the schools and hospitals who purchase from Sysco are Catholic.
Please sign our online petition HERE.

			Take Action: Demand Sustainable Dietary Guidelines
When you sit down to eat, you probably don't think about federal food recommendations. But these dietary guidelines shape choices made by millions of Americans each day and affect more than $80 billion in annual federal spending. They're updated every five years — including right now, by the Trump administration.

Although Trump is trying to prevent the advisory committee from addressing sustainability in the update, the committee can still emphasize the importance of diets lower in meat and dairy and higher in plant-based foods. That would bring better choices to school cafeterias and programs for prisoners, seniors, veterans and government employees.

Act now to urge the committee to include sustainability in its dietary recommendations.









Break Free from Plastic 
A comprehensive new bill to tackle the plastic-pollution crisis has just been introduced in Congress, and we need your help to see it through to passage.
The Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act is as visionary as it is urgent: It would phase out throwaway plastics made from fossil fuels — things like single-use plastic bottles, bags and straws. And it would hold the plastic industry responsible for its waste and pause construction of all new plastic-making plants until the EPA can further review the facilities' huge impacts.

Send a letter asking your members in Congress to cosponsor the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act.

			    ***************************
INFORMATION/RESOURCES
			       ***************************
		Refugee Crisis
The world is currently in the midst of the largest refugee crisis on record. There are over 70 million people displaced from their homes -- up from 68 million in 2017 and 65 million in 2016. 
     U.N. Refugee Agency 

Over 50% of refugees are under age 18. 
U.N. Refugee Agency

Refugees differ from immigrants in that they are unable or unwilling to return to their homes because of a “well-founded fear of persecution” due to race, membership in a particular social group, political opinion, religion, or national origin. 
U.N. Refugee Agency

40% of refugees live in refugee camps. In protracted situations, some refugees can spend decades in a camp and it is common for children to be born and grow up there.  
UN Refugee Agency
﻿
In Central America current homicide rates are among the highest ever recorded in the region. 66% of the migrants fleeing El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras had a family member murdered, kidnapped or "disappeared." 
Doctors Without Borders

The number of people fleeing for their lives from Central America has grown by 10 times in the past 5 years. 
UN Refugee Agency

In 2018 alone, at least 4,843 refugees died in the journey. 2,934 drowned and 194 people died from dehydration. At least 1,871 people have died on the border between Mexico and the U.S. in the last 5 years. 
Missing Migrants Project

The U.S. used to lead the world in refugee resettlement. The U.S. enacted the first refugee legislation in 1948 to help 250,000 Europeans after the Second World War. Later laws helped people fleeing communist regimes. 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

The Refugee Act of 1980 provided permanent, systematic procedures for admitting refugees to the U.S. in both regular and emergency situations and authorized federal assistance for refugee resettlement. Since 1975, the U.S. has resettled 3,405, 564 refugees. As recently as 2016, the U.S. welcomed 84,995 refugees. 
U.S. State Department

In the last 3 years however the U.S. has reduced the number of refugees allowed into this country and is proposing just 22,000 for 2020. 
Migration Policy Institute

The U.S. government has forced 57,000 asylum seekers and migrants, including at least 16,000 children and 500 infants to return to Mexico under the “Migrant Protection Protocols”—better known as the “Remain in Mexico” policy. 
Human Rights First

As of January 21, 2020, there were at least 816 publicly reported cases of murder, rape, torture, kidnapping, and other violent assaults against asylum seekers and migrants forced to return to Mexico. Among these reported attacks were 201 cases of children returned to Mexico who were kidnapped or nearly kidnapped. 
Human Rights First

51% of Americans say that the US has a responsibility to accept refugees, but the Refugee Protection Act, introduced in November, 2019 is stalled in Congress. 
Pew Research Center

For more on Refugees, click here.﻿ 








How Bumble Bees Inspired a Network of Tiny Museums 
Sometimes, small things make a huge impact. After studying how bees in urban environments can survive by navigating small land patches, ecologist Amanda Schochet was inspired to build MICRO, a network of portable science museums the size of vending machines. Learn how these tiny museums are being deployed in libraries, community centers, transit hubs and elsewhere to increase public access to science.
	Watch now »



Former UNFCCC chief calls for climate revolution 
A peaceful revolution in which the world rejects short-sighted fossil fuel policies is needed in the coming decade to avert the "dire emergency" that is climate change, warned Christiana Figueres, former Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, as she promoted her new book on climate change. "There is no guarantee of success but not trying is a guarantee of failure," Figueres says.

**************
Words to Ponder
***************
"The issue is not, 'What must I do in order to secure my salvation?' but rather, 'What does God require of me in response to the needs of others?' It is not, 'How can I be virtuous?' but 'How can I participate in the struggle of the oppressed for a more just world?'" 
—Walter Wink, Jesus and Nonviolence

"Is the system going to flatten you out and deny you your humanity, or are you going to be able to make use of the system to the attainment of human purposes?" 
—Joseph Campbell

"I would like to beg you to have patience with everything unresolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign language. Live the question now. Perhaps then, someday in the future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the answers." 
—Rainer Maria Rilke, quoted in Engage
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