Sister Imelda D’Agostino, CSJ
1936 - 2020
On November 6, 1936, a girl was born to Albert and Imelda D’Agostino, an
unexpected addition joining their three daughters, Mary, Edith, and Rose. The name
Anthony had been chosen. However, after arrival she was named Imelda Ann, known
thereafter as Ann, because her mother was known as Milly. She received the name Imelda
Marie at her reception in March 1957.
In her own words, Imelda describes her birth:
“My parents thought they were well on to enjoying the fruits of their parenting
labors. When my mother learned that she was pregnant, the news distressed her
to the point that she did not tell my sisters, but asked the next-door neighbor to
give them the news. My Italian father was not so badly shaken by an unexpected
fourth child. Because of the thirteen-year gap between Rose and me, I was raised
almost as an only child. Rose was frequently my caregiver. Our relationship was
warm and close. I got to know my other two sisters better as an adult. From my
sisters I learned tolerance and respect for my parents, a respect for scholarship
and hard work, and family camaraderie.”
Imelda’s parents were in the entertainment field. Her mom, from Tralee in County
Kerry, came to New York as a member of ‘The Five Irish Colleens,’ a singing group raising
money for the IRA. After meeting Albert D’Agostino (a first generation Italian) at a family
party, Milly did not return to Ireland, remaining instead in the U.S. where the couple
married. Albert, her dad, was well known in the film industry. When the industry moved
to Los Angeles, Al moved there with Milly and their three daughters. He headed the Art
Department of RKO-Radio Studios for twenty years and was nominated five times for an
Oscar in art direction. Through him, Imelda attended an Oscar event and watching the
Oscars became a life-long commitment.
Imelda attended St. Charles Borromeo School from first through seventh grades,
graduating from St. Frances de Sales. She then attended Corvallis, a wonderful high
school experience. After high school, she wanted to enter the RSHMs, but to please her
parents agreed to attend college first. Ann’s choice was Marymount; her mother’s
Immaculate Heart. The neutral choice was the Mount.

There Imelda met influential CSJs, among them Sister St. Claire Coyne who, as
director of residence, supported her studies by holding on to her car keys so she couldn’t
say “yes” to everyone who needed a ride to Westwood.
Imelda reflected, “I was active in activities and a sorority, but not an avid student. I
spent evenings playing bridge in the smoker (now the book store).”
When a friend, Elaine Chapman, entered the CSJs, Imelda decided to do the
same. An appointment was set with Sister Laurentia, with whom she then met regularly,
and on September 15, 1956, she arrived at the House of Studies (now Carondelet Center).
After her Novitiate, she was immediately assigned to St. Eugene's to teach third grade
piano lessons. During the next 15 years, she was missioned as a first grade teacher in 10
elementary schools, all of which were in the Los Angeles area except Pasco, Washington.
Imelda said this was her favorite. She liked the community and enjoyed Sister Kathleen
Mary’s humorous stories.
Her mission to St. Maria Goretti School in Long Beach included two years as
principal. Sister Ellen Marie Ryan praised her for ''being the kindest, most just, and fun
principal" she had ever met. And Imelda’s administrative tasks were in perfect order.
However, in her own telling of the story, after the two years and during the annual
meeting about the next year’s mission, she refused to come out from under the bed until
told that she did not need to return to the position.
Two academic experiences were transformative. While a Teacher Fellow at
Southwest Regional Lab in Inglewood in 1968, she developed a kindergarten-reading
program. In 1976, she completed a program of study at Cal State Northridge in
Educational Psychology, which included a field experience opportunity in the British Infant
Schools. Through these experiences, she realized the need to prepare teachers to allow
young children to enjoy learning through meaningful, happy and child-centered activities-a turnaround from traditional methods.
Her studies at CSUN and later at USC, where she received a Ph.D., included
exploration of young children’s perceptions of older adults, children’s views of death,
identification of leadership qualities in young children, and the impact of retention on first
graders.
An invitation from Sister Cecilia Louise brought 18 years of teaching and advising
Early Childhood Education majors at Mount St. Mary’s College. During this time, she also
served as consultant to the director at the Child Development Center on the Doheny
Campus. In September 1979, invited by the principal, Sister Eleanor Marie Ortega, and
while continuing her ministry at the Mount, she opened and taught the first kindergarten
class at St. Vincent Elementary School.
A most appreciated experience was her Mount-approved sabbatical, especially
her time at Springbank Retreat Center, where she enjoyed a time of renewal and rest. She
wrote that there she was able to be herself.
After making the difficult decision to leave the Mount and the ECE Program,
Imelda’s next ministerial assignment was as coordinator of Holy Childhood Association
programs in the Los Angeles Archdiocesan Mission Office. During this time she
requested permission for a three-week mission experience in Peru. She brought the
richness of this opportunity to the children and later to parishes through mission talks.

After leaving the Mission Office, she served as Preschool Director and Religion
Coordinator at St. Cyril Elementary School for six years.
In 2007, when the Los Angeles Archdiocesan Catholic Education Department
began to open preschools, Imelda served as coordinator of preschool programs. She
provided consultation and support for the pre-school directors and teachers through
school visits and area meetings, working with 85 preschool programs, all obtaining
licensing by the California Department of Social Services.
After leaving the archdiocese in 2012, Imelda returned to St. Cyril School, where
she taught religion to the youngest children and assisted in their classrooms where
needed. In this final ministry, in which she focused on teaching children about a God who
loved them, one of her own prayers was, “Please God, help me with the three year olds.”
Imelda held a quiet desire to work directly with persons who were economically
poor. In her reflections on her trip to Peru, she wrote, “If I were younger and in good
health, I would like to consider ministry as a missionary.” She volunteered a couple of
times with Get on the Bus, supported Alexandria House, and spent a summer in Arizona
volunteering at Casa de los Niños.
Imelda was a founding member of Sophia Community and active in her local
community, her cluster, and province events until the day of her fall, the Sunday before
Thanksgiving, despite dealing with a variety of significant health issues. In contrast, her
prayer life was deep and vibrant. Retreats and her morning times of quiet were of
greatest importance and refreshment. She loved blue skies, the warmth of sunlight, the
ocean, stars in a dark night sky, and gardens. Her last month was spent with her God in a
garden, similar to the night Jesus spent in Gethsemane. That God called her on
Christmas morning was an answer to her prayer-- “I want to see the light.”
Imelda exemplifies our CSJ commitment to prayer, community, and ministry with
a heart for the world. May her spirit remain with us to sustain, encourage and light our
way. Imelda, may you now rest in the glow of God’s great love for you.
~ This Necrology includes excerpts from Imelda’s own writings and was
originally written by Sister Teresa Coronas, CSJ for an article in DESIGNS in 2000.
Additional information was added by Sister Kieran Vaughan, CSJ.

Sister Imelda D’Agostino
Addendum to the Necrology
1. Name, former religious name and baptismal name.
Birth and baptismal Name: Imelda Ann (known as Ann)
Religious name: Sister Imelda Marie
After changes provided by Vatican II: Sister Imelda
2. Parents and Sisters in order of birth
Albert S. and Imelda (Milly [Vale]) D’Agostino
Mary, Edith, and Rose, (born in New York); Imelda Ann (born in Los Angeles)
3. Date of birth, entrance, reception and death
Birth: November 6, 1936
Entrance: September 15, 1956
Reception: March 19, 1957
First Profession: March 19, 1959
Final Profession: August 6, 1964
Death: Christmas Morning 6:15 a.m. 2020
4. Other
Master’s Degree (M.A.) from California State University, Northridge
Education/Educational Psychology with specialization in Early Childhood Education
June 30, 1976
Ph. D. from the University of Southern California
Education/Curriculum & Instruction: Specialization--Early Childhood Education
June 30, 1987
EDUCARE Scholarship for Study at USC.
Standard (Elementary) Teaching Credential: (valid for life)
Early Childhood Specialist Teaching Credential (February 1982 valid for life)
Child Development Program Director Permit (August 2002 valid to September 1, 2012)

Intermediate Certificate (Spanish; Intensive Language School, Cuernavaca, Morelos,
Mexico)
Certified as a catechist by the United States Association of The Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd (completed on January 23, 2020).
Associate Professor, Mount St. Mary’s College (conferred 1988)
Named Professor Emeritus, Mount St. Mary’s College (now University)
Member of the Mount St. Mary’s College Board of Trustees
Chair of the Educational Affairs Committee

