Sister Mary Rose Boito, CSJ
April 20, 1933 ~ May 25, 2022

Born in San Francisco, the oldest of three girls, Rose Louise Boito learned early about hard
work and applying herself to the task at hand. She and her sisters Joy and Lillian had strong
examples from their father, Secondo Felix Boito, and mother Angela Caroline Celle (Chelly).
Both parents provided a quality family life for their children.
Secondo came to the US at the age of 16 from Italy in order to send money back home to his
widowed mother and seven siblings. He worked in shipyards weekdays and played the
accordion on weekends in an Italian restaurant. Angela, her mother, was a first-generation
Californian, born of Italian parents in San Francisco. Rose was always proud of her Italian
heritage and of being a native San Franciscan, and a graduate of Star of the Sea Academy.
In the sixth grade, in 1939, Rose transferred to St. Emydius School. She enjoyed meeting the
sisters, eventually helping in their garden on weekends. At one time she wrote, “As a child I
enjoyed playing school, I was always the teacher.” Rose had fond memories of Sister
Catherine Anita Fitzgerald, who helped Mary Rose as a transfer student. “She was a great
influence in my life.”
Mary Rose enjoyed all sports, especially basketball. She played at St. Emydius and then at
Star of the Sea Academy. Her love of sports never left her and became a great asset in
teaching. As an adult she knew San Francisco team rosters by heart and knew many related
statistics. When watching her teams on TV, she often made a comment about a play or player
before the announcer would make it.
After graduating from Star of the Sea in 1951, she followed her heart and entered the Sisters
of St. Joseph in Los Angeles on September 15, 1951. She received the habit and religious

name Sister Mary Rose on March 19, 1952 and pronounced first vows on March 19, 1954.
Final profession took place at St. Mary’s House of Studies on August 15, 1959.
Newly professed Sister Mary Rose was missioned to teach first grade at St. John Chrysostom
School in 1954 and lived at St. Mary’s Academy. For almost 50 years Mary Rose was involved
in education, teaching, administration, and Religious Education. Over the years, she taught in
San Diego, Lewiston, Idaho, Fresno, Redondo Beach, Kennewick, Washington, and Canoga
Park. Following her teaching career, for 14 years she coordinated the Before and After
School Care Program at St. James, Torrance for students in grades K – 8.
One of her favorite missions was St. Joseph in Kennewick, Washington, where she served as
principal for six years. “I loved the environment near the Columbia River, and the change of
seasons, and the caring people.”
At St. Lawrence in Redondo Beach, Sister found it “to be a very important growing time for
me spiritually. I came to a sense of a personal God. I was privileged to have made a 30-day
retreat in Spokane and participated in a workshop for spiritual directors. When I returned to
St. Lawrence, I was able to teach contemplative prayer to the children. I was also able to
introduce moms to contemplative prayer. It was a time of special grace for them and for me.”
Leaving school ministry behind, Mary Rose competently and generously assisted at
Carondelet Center in three departments at the same time. From 2003 – 2014 she volunteered
with Carondelet Artists, Communications, and the mailroom. She also helped proofread
DESIGNS and outgoing materials. She was so good at proofreading she was nicknamed
“Hawkeye.” Mary Rose also volunteered at St. Joseph High School in Lakewood during
students’ lunchtime.
Her ministry assignments were highlighted by her warm, gracious presence. Loyalty and
devotion were important to her and evident in her interactions with others. A motto which
hung in her cubicle at Carondelet Center offers an insight into her philosophy of ministry. It
read, “The manner of giving is more important than the gift.”
In 2014, Sister retired from active ministry and looked forward to a more leisurely pace. Sister
Mary Rose celebrated her 70th Jubilee as a CSJ in 2022.
Mary Rose was a prayerful woman. Her morning started with coffee and quiet prayer time.
The spirit of her 30-day retreat remained with her for the rest of her life. Her pleasant, joyful
presence and unflagging sense of humor brought hope and courage to many.
Mary Rose was solid and strong in her labors and in her steadfast love of the CSJ Community
and of a generous God. Her quietly sparkling presence will leave a void in many hearts.
~ Sister Frances Baker, CSJ and Sister Mary Agnes Nance, CSJ

