
Sister Margaret Murray, CSJ 

May 21, 1947 ~ December 15, 2022 

Born in Portsmouth, Virginia in 1947, Margaret Lee Murray was part of a large family that 

moved frequently while her father was on active duty in the Navy in the US and abroad. Peggy 

was dearly loved by her Dad and Mom who called her "Porkchop". Her parents, Russell Lerey 

Murray and Betty Jane Schmitt ultimately settled in San Diego where Margaret met the Sisters 

of St. Joseph at Cathedral Girls' High School. With her five siblings, Kathleen Ann, Peggy, Jim, 

Jane, Lynn and Kevin, she enjoyed many hours of fun at the beaches of Guam, Cuba, and San 

Diego, frequently playing backyard volleyball or tennis. 

Margaret excelled in school and was an honor student. Sister Rita Scherrei, who taught Peggy 

fourth year Latin, recalled she was a brilliant student. Rita and Peggy became life-long friends. 

When Peggy told her family she wanted to enter religious life they were proud and sad to think 

they would not see her often. 

Entering was not easy for Margaret, and all her life she remained dedicated to her family. She 

entered in Los Angeles on September 8, 1965. She received the habit on August 6, 1966 and 

received the religious name Sister Margaret. Sister pronounced first vows on August 15, 1968, 

final vows on July 25 1974. In 2016 she celebrated her 50th Jubilee as a woman religious. 

Peggy's assignments led her to study, work and serve away from San Diego, for more than forty 

years. Sister Margaret completed her studies in Physical Therapy in 1972 and was assigned to 

St. Joseph Hospital in Tucson for four years. In 1978 she began preparation for graduate study 

in Hospital Administration. She was then missioned to Daniel Freeman Hospital in Los Angeles. 

Over the years she served in all five of the Los Angeles CSJ hospitals. As Director of Quality Care 

for the Optimist Youth House System in Los Angeles, she was especially effective and enjoyed 

the challenge. 

Finally back in San Diego, Peggy jumped right back into family life. In 2007 she returned to San 

Diego, enjoying the opportunity to live near her family. She and grandnephew Tony adopted a 

Tibetan Spaniel named Dora. When there were no positions available in administration, she 

studied Clinical Pastoral Education for Hospital Chaplaincy. Dora, her dog, became her constant 

companion, helping in ministering to hospice patients. Margaret was also involved in caregiving 

of elderly adults in San Diego, working with Visiting Angels .Beyond her knowledge and broad 

background, was her own experience for 12 years with a rare blood disorder. This brought an 

element of empathy to Margaret's ministry. 

Peggy's sister, Lynn, provided the following paragraph: 

"Peggy's family and friends consider her work in San Diego her greatest legacy. A perfect 

combination of her highly developed spirituality, hands on healthcare skill, and administrative 

expertise all created the perfect springboard for excellence in her last two careers. As hospice 

chaplain, for Vitas, Peggy thrived in providing comfort, empathy, spirituality, companionship, 
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